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We have enjoyed our
third year at the YMCA
Camp Nissokone
located in Oscoda.
Each year, they are
very helpful in plan-
ning our camp activi-
ties and of course,
preparing the food!

We had our largest
camp ever this year!
We had 32 campers,
33 teens and 23 adult
volunteers. While we
had to go from four
color groups to five, it
worked out fine.

As usual the rock
climbing and horse-
back riding were the

Camp Live,Laugh,Love 2009

favorite activities.
Even though we had
a drizzle for a good
part of Saturday, they
were still able to par-
ticipate in those activi-
ties. Evidently, the
hor ses
ting wet! And neither
did our campers and
teen buddies!
Campers used the
photo that they had
brought of their loved
one to scrapbook the
front cover of their
Memory Journal.
It was used throughout
the weekend and
during the
bereavement session.
We were also

fortunate to have Dick
Evans, a professional
cartoonist teach the

campers and teens

how to draw cartoons.
Each received a copy
of his book, thanks to
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our camp coordina-
tors. Dick also painted
Smiley faces on over
300 rocks and each
camper, teen, adult
volunteer and family
member at the Memo-
rial Service got to
choose one to take
home. Dick presented
the CBN Board with a
painted rock also. All
in all, it was a great
campi again!
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this Newsletter.
Please passitonto a
friend or neighbor who
may be interested in
helping in our efforts
to provide a caring,
safe experience for
children who are

grieving.
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A Letter From a Grateful Parent

" To Whom It May Concern:

Last summer, my 11-year old daughter, Katie, attended the CBN (Children's Be-
reavement Camp) at Camp Nissokone in Oscoda. In the 12 months prior to
camp, she had experienced the death of two grandmothers, one great-
grandmother and her dear dog, Simba.

| can't begin to explain how important this camp was to her. Just being with other kids who had ex-

perienced a similar loss was so therapeutic. She realized it's okay to cry, that she wasn't alone, how

not to be afraid of her grief, and that there were
she will tell you she loved everything about camp, especially having a one-on-one buddy, who she

still remains in contact with.

When my husband and | attended the Memorial Service on the last day, we were overwhelmed.
What a moving and emotional experience for the campers and their families. And to know that the
children put the service together themselves was phenomenal. | decided then and there that |
wanted to become involved with this wonderful organization. | am planning to attend my first camp
this summer as a volunteer. And Katie é she is alr
can become a teen buddy.
Sincerely,
Lisa Burmester
Roscommon, Mi
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Awesome Teen Buddiesd Once Again!

We are very fortunate to have
quality young people as our teen bud- b
dies each year. They are caring and
compassionate to the campers and it
is amazing how quickly the pairs
Obondo. These are
photos captured when teens were
interacting with their campers dur-
ing the weekend.

The teens are the backbone of our
camp. They relate to the campers in

ways that we adults could never

do.
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